Interfaith Prayer
nnT "2 1791

mnnp
RasBiSFOR Mg
awITNN 11111 Jaigopsalila
nwn ﬂ')?’l‘l om mmm D'11IND] ‘7 ™ DTN NIy
AoNAw A ey SHALOM HARTMAN 1100 7R\ ) ""';';;:':"“
INSTITUTE |RVIN D17W Jlauig

Py -~
. SV, RF s
y &Y T @
y \ 0
: : % 2

: syt As sty S Dﬂ nﬁ“m NN
P) P o N DM avunn 2, O a fl |_I 13. ng
N'NYoDRN NYENN 7KW NNTEAN AT 2y D,.,-p‘\"\ SPIRIT OF THE GALILEE

,D17Y

19.10.2023 oI nn"pnNnw ,NMT |2 N2'9N 12271 AT ,1'ANIwn A2V MIX NiIapua
NINTAN DN 0'wa p72n INp? n?2'ana .o'mixl nimik 200-2 niIannwna ,0im
.DNMNINMKRA NI?'AN INAN WK ,NIMNNNAND

INUIW NI2'9NN DX DIX'91 198 D9INY NIwpA? D1Y1 DINIX N7XINN YNINRN NIApul
.DI2'ONINNMON NAT 0OV TN, 1V ININA

.IN2 NIXND? [N N2'9Nn 0L W NN

.N78 D' 0/2277 VY R KDY D027 1W'D'W 09 NAINAINYAN 2 DN R

.0'9012 D'WN'R 72V O/|ANK UTY21 WA NG 1'wnin’? Nnea

,N2N11

sigal.asher@rhr.org.il "W~ 2210

DTN NI'M2T? N2 21p

19.10.2023 n'nT"aa?an | O NIMAT? 22 21p

RABBIS FoR 12171 UEE
DT NIM3TT Jal 3o Glalila
Jluaidll Fgids HUMAN RIGHTS


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oAdfRp_lJp0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oAdfRp_lJp0
mailto:sigal.asher@rhr.org.il

Greetings,

Following a need that arose from our partners, we initiated and conducted an
interfaith prayer, which took place on October 19, 2023 on Zoom with
participation of approximately 200 guests. Women and men of all three
Abrahamic faiths took part, bringing prayers from their respective faiths.
Following this successful event, we now respond to the requests addressed to us
and distribute the prayers offered that evening, along with the opening and
closing remarks.

A recording of the prayer service can be found here.

We hope that you will find words in the booklet to help you express whatis in
your heart in these difficult times.

We will be happy to keep in touch and inform you about other events.

Best regards,

Sigal Asher sigal.asher@rhr.org.il

Rabbis for Human Rights
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Hello.

We find ourselves in days of war, a period of pain, grief, fear, and uncertainty. Less
than two weeks ago, the reality in Israel changed in an unimaginable way, and the
change continues still.

"From the depths, | called upon the Lord."

We have gathered together this evening to lament, to beg, to cry, to mourn.
So that we feel we are not alone.

Inthese days we hear voices calling for revenge and violence.

We, leaders of various faiths, want to say here

That we believe in the possibility of being unified.

And we want to pray together for the things that we all desire:

And end to the war, return of the hostages, aid for the wounded, lifting up the
souls of the murdered, return of the displaced to their homes.

To combat the darkness one must amplify the light.
We are here to expand the light of peace and faith and strengthen our moraland
religious commitment.

The majority of the prayers will be offered in Hebrew and Arabic. An English
translation will be provided in the chat at the end of the prayers, during which
time it will be closed to comments. Afterwards, we will open the chat to everyone.

After the prayersthere will be an opportunity to stay for group discussion.

Thank you for coming to pray with us. It is moving and strengthening to see so
many who seek to add light.

One request before we continue: in the square of your picture there are three
dots; when you click on them you will have the option to change your name.
Please write your name and where you are from.

Mr. Avi Dabush, Executive Director of Rabbis for Human Rights, will now speak.
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For my brethren and companions’ sakes, | will now say, Peace be within thee.
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God | will seek thy good.
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God of Life

Who heals the broken hearted and binds up their wounds

May it be your will to hear the prayer of mothers

For you did not create us to kill each other

Nor to live in fear, anger or hatred in your world

But rather you have created us

So we can grant permission to one another

To sanctify your name of Life, your name of Peace in this world.

For these things | weep, my eye, my eye runs down with water

For our children crying at nights,

For parents holding their children with despair and darkness in their hearts
For a gate that is closing, and who will open it before the day has ended?
And with my tears and prayers which | pray

And with the tears of all women who deeply feel the pain of these difficult days
| raise my hands to you please God have mercy on us

Hear our voice that we shall not despair

That we shall see life in each other,

That we shall have mercy for each other,

That we shall have pity on each other,

That we shall hope for each other

And we shall write our lives in the book of Life

For your sake God of Life

Let us choose Life.

For you are Peace, your world is Peace and all that is yours is Peace,

And so shall be your will and let us say Amen.

Sheikh Nazim Sirhan — [xMD DTN 'N'W
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Our God in the heavens and in any place, thank you for all your deeds.
You have created us equal in yourimage,

and you guided us to conduct ourselves with humanity,
accepting the other and mutual respect.

Each one of us was bornin a family

that believes in one of the faiths you sent to human kind,

by a prophet of your many prophets,

and you called to respect the religions and its believers.
Great and Merciful God,

| turn to you in this prayer in these difficult days that

we are going through and due to the horrors

that we have experienced in our holy land in the last few days,
please order the cessation of al acts of violence and suffering
that everyone is going through.

God, we have no one else to pray to

because you are the ruler of the world and human kind.
Merciful God, grant that all those who were killed

may restin heaven, and grant full healing to all the injured.
May you help all those displaced from their homes

to return to their homes safeand sound

and that there will be no more atrocities and acts of violence
and bring peace to the entire world. Please, | beseech you.
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Fr. Piotr Zelazko, Fr. Benny Di Bitonto, and Fr. Tiago Cardoso
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A Ma‘alot Poem of David.

| was glad when they said to me, Let us go into the house of the Lord:

when our feet stood within thy gates, O Yerushalayim;

O Yerushalayim, built as a city that is compact together:

there the tribes used to go up, the tribes of the Lord, an appointed practice for
Yisra'el, to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Yerushalayim: they who love thee shall prosper:

peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.

For my brethren and companions’ sakes, | will now say, Peace be within thee.
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God | will seek thy good.

Psalm 122
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O humanity! Indeed, We created you from a male and a female,

and made you into peoples and tribes

so that you may get to know one another.

Surely the most noble of you in the sight of Allah

is the most righteous among you.

God in haven, Oh God, you are peace and from you is peace.
Blessed areyou, O possessor of majesty and honor.
May God spare the blood of innocent people in this war.
Oh God, heal the wounded of this war.

Oh God, return the prisoners of this war

and the kidnapped ones to their families safely.

Oh God, bring peace among the people of this land

and throughout the world. Amen amen amen.
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Allah! There is no god worthy of worship except Him,

the Ever-Living, All-Sustaining. Neither drowsiness nor sleep overtakes Him.
To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth.
Who could possibly intercede with Him without His permission?

He fully knows what is ahead of them and what is behind them,
but no one can grasp any of His knowledge—except what He wills to reveal.
His Seat encompasses the heavens and the earth,

and the preservation of both does not tire Him.

For He is the Most High, the Greatest.

(suratAl-Bagara 2 - 255)
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Dominik Berberich — 71111 paniT

We wish to pray with the words of Margaret Karram, a Palestinian Christian with
Israelicitizenship and current president of the Focolare Movement, spoken during
a moment of prayer held a few days ago at the Vatican in Rome.

Lord, we pray to you for the Holy Land,

for the people of Israel and Palestine who are under the grip of unprecedented
violence,

for the victims and especially the children, for the wounded,

for those held hostage, for the missing and for their families

in these hours of anguish and suspense.

We join our voices with those around the world who are pleading for peace.

We also remember the other countries of the Middle East and all the countries at
war living in terror and destruction.

Help us, Lord, to commit ourselves to building a fraternal world so that these
peoples and those in the same conditions of conflict, instability and violence may
find the path of respect for human rights, where justice, dialogue and
reconciliation are the indispensable tools for building peace.

We pray to you.
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May it be Your will, Holy One, our God, our ancestors’ God,
that you erase war and bloodshed from the world

and in its place draw down

a great and glorious peace

so that nation shall not lift up sword against nation

neither shall they learn war any more.

May all the inhabitants of the earth just
recognize and deeply know

this great truth:

that we have not come into this world
for strife and division

not for hatred and rage,

provocation and bloodshed.

We have come here only
to encounter You,
eternally blessed One.

And so, we ask your compassion upon us;
and carry out what is written:

I shall place peace upon the earth

and you shall lie down safe and undisturbed
and | shall banish evil beasts from the earth
and the sword shall not pass through your land.
but let justice come in waves like water
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and righteousness flow like a river,
for the earth shall be full

of the knowledge of the Holy One
as the waters cover the sea.

So may it be.
And we say:
Amen.

19.10.2023 n'NT'an%'an | DTN NINAT? 20 21p

S rasgis For 120 PEE

DT MIM3TY Jal go Glalils
Jbwiddl (Ggis HUMAN RIGHTS



16

Rotem Bar Or - 1IX 12 DNN
The Call

The Angelcy

Lyrics and music: Rotem Bar Or

You've seen the writing on the wall
You've sensed the fire, heard the call for something better
Something better

Your bones are aching with desire to leave this place and find yourself a higher
ground to stand on
A higher ground to stand on

And you look very nice
| don't want to think twice, | just wantto be with you

And in the dark we move through days of hunger
We hungry hearts we feed each other
We see through all we've lost

My tears shine in your eyes
From the same dirt we rise
| justwantto be with you

Believe in me, we can make it on our own
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Who will build the future, if not us who?
who will build the future, if not us who?
From this desolate soil we shall bloom

| want to plant a tree in your heart

In my heart

If not us, who

will attract the spring and the gold?

If not us, who

will say peace

now?

If not us, who

will safeguard the garden?

Safeguard and rejoice

From the bunker will flee

Till blossoming will be

If not us, who will know

that every tale is told about him?

If not us, who will love?

If not us, who?

If not us, who?

Who will build the future, if not us who?
Who will build the future, if not us who?
From this desolate soil we shall bloom

| wantto plant a tree in your heart

In my heart

If not us, who?

If not us, who?
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Concluding Remarks - Rabbi David Goodman

We prayed this evening for the murdered souls of the victims.

We prayed for the healing of the wounded, the healing of the mind, and the
healing of the body.

We prayed for the safe and speedy return of the hostages.

We prayed for all those exiled and displaced, | wish for their speedy return to their
homes.

We prayed for peace, for reconciliation, and for partnership.

This Shabbat we will read Parshat Noah in the synagogue. Noah's name means
"comfort."

At a time of strife and violence, Noah searches for life, asking: What can be saved
from the terror of the flood?

And even in these days we are obligated to ask and to search: What can be saved?
How can it be gathered?

We gathered for prayer to remember and to remind ourselves to rally together,
pick each other up, and get through this bloody time in unity.

| wish that our prayers will go forth to the dwellings of the oppressed.

| want to thank everyone who participated in prayer tonight. A big thank you to all
the organizations thatinitiated and led this evening:

Rabbis for Human Rights

Beit Midrash Ruach Galilit

Israeli Rabbinate of the Hartman Institute and HaMidrasha at Oranim
Mission of Jacob the Righteous for Hebrew-speaking Catholics in Israel
The Masorti Movement

Merkhav — Council of Secular Rabbis in Israel

The Reform Movement

Kehilat Tzion

The Interreligious Initiative in the Negev

You are all invited to stay for sharing and conversation, to collect prayers and
thoughts. Led by Becky Keshet and Gadir Hani.
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